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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 Kb)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 ! and/or 55.3) 
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a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supp.emental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 
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Re Item V. 



The following documents are referred to in this communication: 



D1 
D2 
D3 



US-A-5 976 506 
US-B1-6 355 227 
US-A-5 597 553 



2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claims 1- 3 and 5 - 8 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 

D1 already discloses oral compositions comprising chalk (calcium carbonate) and 
perlite. The perlite is used for polishing teeth (see D1 : example 5, agglomerate 3; 
column 6, lines 20 -22; column 2, line 2 - column 3, line 2). 
Consequently, D1 destroys novelty of Claims 1, 3, 5 - 8. 

D2 discloses oral compositions comprising calcium carbonate and perlite. The 
perlite is used for polishing teeth (see D2: example 1 , 2; column 1 , lines 1 9 -20; 
column 2, lines 29, 30; column 3, lines 10, 1 1). 
Consequently, D2 destroys novelty of Claims 1 , 2, 5 - 8. 

D3 discloses oral compositions comprising calcium carbonate and perlite. The 
perlite is used for polishing teeth (see D3: column 3, lines 39, 40; claims). 
Consequently, D3 destroys novelty of Claims 1 , 2, 5 - 8. 

3 The Applicant has not demonstrated that the use of ground natural chalk leads to 
any technical effect. Hence, the additional technical feature of Claim 4 cannot be a 
basis for an acknowledgement of inventive step. 

4 Claims 5 - 7 attempt to define the subject-matter in terms of properties of the oral 
composition, i.e. a pH range, a relative dental abrasion and a percentage polish. 
It is however normally required to define the invention for which protection is 
sought in terms of technical features. 

Should the properties mentioned in claims 5 - 7 be inherent properties of the 
compositions of independent claim 1 , claims 5 - 7 are superfluous and could be 
deleted. 
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However, if the properties are meant to be limiting features in respect of the 
compositions of independent claim 1 , claims 5 - 7 do not meet the requirements of 
Article 6 PCT in that the matter for which protection is sought is not clearly 
defined, because the technical features necessary for achieving these properties 
are not included in claims 5-7. 



Furthermore the properties mentioned in Claims 6 and 7, "relative dental abrasion" 
and a "percentage polish", are also unclear in the sense of Article 6 PCT because 
the method of their determination is not specified in the claims. 
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